
 

ATTENTION, PLEASE!  by  
Strategies to use when you need to gain students’ attention. 

 

CClap   Clap Once, 

             Clap Twice 

An old standby….explain to students that they will copy your clapping pattern.  “Clap once 

if you hear me; clap twice if you hear me.”  Be as creative as you’d like to be with the 

pattern. 

 

Using a 

Timer                

If students have been working on an activity, set a timer for all to see, with the 

expectation that the room will be quiet when the timer reaches zero or rings. 

 

Special 

Spot               

Explain to the class that you will stand in a special spot when you need to provide directions 

or get students’ attention.  When it’s time to provide directions, go to the special spot (near 

your desk, near the white board, on the carpet). 

 

Count 

Down 

Count backwards from 10 and make it a fun, positive countdown.  “I know you can do it before 

I get to 1!”  Adding humor can encourage students rather than punish them.  You can add a 

visual to your countdown, with your hands apart, and moving together as you “close the 

window” counting down to 0. 

Non-Verbal 

Cues  
Using non-verbal cues can be quite effective.  You can point to the rule that includes students 

being quiet (“Students must follow directions.”).  Or, walk to the students who are already 

focusing on you, and give a thumbs up, while walking past those who are not focusing on 

your directions. 

Call and 

Response 

One, two. Eyes on you.                               Marco. Polo. Let’s go. Slow mo (students move in slow motion) 

Flat tire! Flat tire! Shh Shhh Shhh               Hocus pocus. Time to focus!  

Ready to rock? Ready to roll!                     Salami (stop and look at me immediately!) and cheese! 

 

You can make up call and response related to your curriculum. 

Use a 

Prop 

Grab a soft ball and toss it to a student.  Have the student find someone else who is paying 

attention and toss the ball to that person.  Etc…  Students will want to join in so they will 

follow directions.  Alternately you could start to ask various questions and toss the ball to 

get answers. 

Play  

Sounds 

or Music 

You might have animal sounds, transportation sounds, sounds of rain, wind, etc… or 

various kinds of music that you play to let students know it’s time to quiet down and focus 

on directions.  You could have chimes or a bell, too. 

Classroom 

Community 

By creating and supporting a mutually respectful classroom community, students are more 

likely to listen to the teacher and follow classroom rules & routines.  A positive classroom 

community includes one in which every voice is valued, where rules are fair and are 

enforced, and where teacher and students speak to each other with respect.  

Lesson 

Design 

Teachers should be designing lessons in a variety of ways.  Sometimes you can teach a big 

concept followed by details and information that supports that concept (whole to part).  

Conversely, students can learn about details first, culminating in the bigger concept (part to 

whole).  Students should be talking, drawing, writing, and listening as methods to help them 

process and learn, not just for evaluation.  
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