
 

 

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES - ONE 
How to teach so students can learn.  
You likely will NOT choose one strategy from each of the categories during the same lesson. 

The categories are meant to guide during which part of the lesson to use them and how to use them. 

ACTIVATING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE 

ABC 

Brainstorming                

Use a line or box for every letter of the alphabet.  Students can complete this individually or in 

pairs. Brainstorm a word or phrase that starts with each letter.   
Example:  

If planning to study quadrilaterals, students might write “angles” for a, “congruent” for c. 

Tell Me 

Everything 

You Know 

Students share what they know about a problem or concept.  The teacher lists everything in a 

nonjudgmental way.  Compile a class (or group) list.  Teacher can clarify misconceptions and 

reinforce information that is important.  This can provide a great vocabulary list, too.  

Think, 

Pair, Share  
Students are provided with individual think time for a question related to the topic of study.  

Students then pair up (either you choose partners or random partners) and share their thoughts 

about the question.  Finally, the pair selects one major idea to share with everyone. 

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 

Drama There are many ways to incorporate drama and role-playing.  After providing instruction, the 

teacher can ask a student to “act out” a concept; then ask another student to act out the 

concept in a different way. Additionally, students can be tasked to write parts of a role-playing 

scene, such as writing what a predator might be thinking when it sees its prey. 

At its most basic use, role-playing and improvisation do not need costumes or props, as the focus is on 

what the students do or say to process their learning.      

Jigsaw This strategy is helpful with a lot of information or categories. Divide students into groups 

(many ways to do this). 
1. Each group learns one task or focuses on one topic. 

2. Students learn their task/topic individually, then share with their like-group to solidify understanding. 

3. Groups now reorganize so each NEW GROUP has one student from each JIGSAW TOPIC GROUP in 

it.  Thus, new groups are made up of one student expert from each of the previous groups.   

4. Each expert shares one at a time, until the entire group has learned about all topics. 

Read and 

Respond 

Students read a passage individually.  Then students answer questions or write a reflection 

based on what they have learned.  A caution to carefully consider questions that students will 

answer as well as responses they might write.  What do you want students to learn? 
This can be easily modified by having students work individually, then work with a partner to review 

answers (perhaps swap papers NOT to grade them, but to help students evaluate partner’s answers).   

CLOSURE STRATEGIES 

Build a 

Web 

Invite a student to write a key term or concept from today’s lesson or activity (alternately the 

teacher can write the first term).  Ask another student to write a second key term or concept 

and connect it to the first one in a way that makes sense.  Continue until there is a “web of 

mastery.” 

Complete 

the 

Thought 

Use sentence starters to prompt students to record their thoughts at the end of class. 
I think                                              I learned                                                 

I want to know                                I was surprised that 

I have a question about                 I am still confused about                        

I’m beginning to wonder                I would still like to know more about   

Did U 

Catch 

That? 

Use a soft ball or stuffed animal to toss from one student to the other.  When a student has 

the ball, he/she needs to provide one fact or piece of information from the lesson.  Then 

gently toss to another student. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


