
 

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES - TWO 
How to teach so students can learn. 
You likely will NOT choose one strategy from each of the categories during the same lesson. 

The categories are meant to guide during which part of the lesson to use them and how to use them. 

ACTIVATING BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE 

Brainstorming      

       

A strategy for solving problems where a group generates multiple ideas or possible 

solutions. The goal is to quickly collect a lot of ideas, without giving any criticism, and where 

unusual ideas are welcome.   

Brainstorming provides an opportunity to organize and combine good ideas and form better 

ideas.  Once many ideas are shared, the group can focus on combining to create the 

ULTIMATE idea! 

Mind Mapping 

           

Students use a graphic organizer the teacher provides, or they might create their own map 

of what they know about a topic.  Mind mapping is helpful to lead students to think deeply 

about what they know already and how that information relates to other pieces of 

information.  To be modified for younger students; complete individually or in pairs. 
Example: 

Write or draw everything you know about China. 

Picture Books 

 

Select a children’s book that is related in some way to your topic.  Read the book aloud and 

watch your students relate to and enjoy the read-aloud.  You can now refer to the book as an 

anchor to introduce the new topic.  Everyone now has a common experience by hearing the 

read-aloud.   

There are lists of children’s books and topics they support.  Here’s a good place to start: 

https://www.pinterest.com/msleslieann/picture-books-upper-grades/ 

PROCESSING STRATEGIES 

Similarities and 

Differences 

 

When we find out what’s the same and then what’s different between two items, people, or 

places, we learn a lot about each of them.  There are many ways to track the information, 

from folding a piece of paper in half or in thirds, to Venn Diagrams and other charts.  Don’t 

forget that compare/contrast is in this category as is classifying. 
Example: 

Put this jar of buttons into categories. 

Summarizing 

 

Think about what summarizing is, and you’ll understand why it’s a helpful strategy for 

students to use as they process understanding.  Students can summarize aloud, on a sticky 

note, on a graphic organizer, with a partner, in a paragraph, and more.   
Example: 

Summarize the first page of the story so you can tell someone who is absent about that page.  

CLOSURE STRATEGIES 

3-2-1 

 

• Take out a fresh sheet of paper. 

• Write down 3 things you learned today. 

• Write down 2 questions you have about today’s lesson. 

• Write down 1 thing you’d like to learn more about next class. 

 

Variation:  

• Take out a fresh sheet of paper. 

• Write down 3 new words you learned today. 

• Draw 2 pictures that relate to these words. 

• Write 1 sentence that relates to these words. 

Give One Get One 

 

• Write down 5 important concepts from the day’s lesson.   

• Show your list to a partner while you look at her list. 

• “Give One” idea to your classmate and “Get One” idea to add to your list. 

• Find another partner and keep going. 

 

 

 

https://www.pinterest.com/msleslieann/picture-books-upper-grades/

